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TO 



UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT 

Memorandum 

SAC, MEMPHIS ( 44 - 1987 ) 






FROM i 



subject: 




SA WILLIAM H. LAWRENCE 



MURKIN (Re suspects NICK 
CHRIS BONNE VECHE, 



date: / 5 / 7/68 :f 

(PADJKA^^phonetic, and JAKE 
aetic) 




5 N, 

may 



b? sJ wiKNra°.nd“^cLr U H SB E L aw? 
S"e C t 4 lk^ r |n U 4m/68 i »lS’, 1 ° ’ hiCh J H0 ® ! Smr^frke 

V * A . a on 11/68 with a person who either kiileH iw 

Sr°%™n “Jh? aTe haa kno,led ee concerning the derth 
® I 1 ,*- KING * 71118 person told a weird story which was 

sft*SSt r ?o^ if° phole8 . bu t, nevertheless, leads 
hissto^y? Denver * nd New Orleans to check out 

.. . . ® n ZACHERT called the writer to state 

interJiei ^4/13/fiJ ?* hls men had conducted an 

with^OMPSON 7 He 5 tle ln Wlth the lnter vi 

wu " THOMPSON. He stated that a Rev. JAMES M IATtuv 

j fi esby ter 1 a n Ch(Irc^7~^ 3 *‘ r ~ 

tercw-ganed him saying that he needed spiritual 

W y whereupon LATIMER met him 
In Jim s Steak House ft which time this person, a 
white male, told LAWMer as. follows. 

CHRIS I«NWVv?rSS^^?K n Pff 8 ®® ® ave the name o f JAKE _ 
i rr?! ^j^MQH Ej^phonetic) . He stated he had recently 

?f kln L aS * runn e* ,w *or the Mafia at St. Louis 1 
Univesity, St. Louis, Missouri, and recently was 
running $400,000 worth of counterfeit American 
Express travelers checks when he was robbed by two 
Negroes. He stated that his New York contact upon 

!i*+ th v S di £ not believ ® hl8 story and apparently 
threatened to have him killed whereupon he fled St. 
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I r'v^-^'St, Louis by bus, went to Poplar Bluff, Missouri, 

\ ■ *•*•'■* - •.""t-*-? kH’* •*. . . - « ■ _ a «• a_ a r»_ _ w _ a a a. a. ....a. 






’'•: »nd then later came to Memphis. He claimed that 

.;k>V*iU- be had apparently spent the night of 4/10 or 4/11/68 









at the Tennessee Hotel, Memphis; claimed that he is 
an ex-criminal; and that he has taken a dope cure at 



Sul e&-cri.niDiii| nuu tuo c uc uoo vu*c »» 

Lexington, Kentucky, apparently at the Federal Hospital 'jig 
Reformatory there* He exhibited a Mafia death sign 
tattooed on his wrists with the initials ”T.O. J.** 1 

He claimed that he was going to Brownsville, Tennessee, 

*n rpp a narolee . with whom he had served time 



to see a parolee with whom he had served time in ■ y:st~<^x 
the Federal Penitentiary, Leavenworth, Kansas, 

several years ago. He claimed that he had not T * f *->■&* *7 /?' § 
participated in the killing of Dr. KING but that he JgaPs 
does know who did it and said that a person named 'J 

NICK PAPADIKAS (phonetic) is the person who killed I 

Dr. KING, that the Mason Lodge gave NICK $20,000, «&Vg 

to kill Dr. KING. This person chiming to be B0NNEVECHE 
apparently gave LATIMER a note asking him to send 



telling her he was safe. He told LATIMER ne naa it **.-.- 1 

killed many people in the past but denied killing J 

Dr. KING. He exhibited his fingertips to die minister , 
claiming that his fingerprints had been removed j) I 

LATIMER did note that they were as smooth as glass. * 

•- ' ' • V' ‘"X-i 'S' '■ "rV’’ 4 1 

LATIMER described the unknown person as ■Sr&’&t*-. | 



follows: 






j; . sS® •’ . •, • Male j 

, .* ' ' Complexion Bronze 5-.*' -T- ►- 1 

'"“V -- Height • «’2" I 

Hair • Dark - ■ . <*-- : A\ : > | 

T-vrv-^r r ; r ' Dress •; Tight pants, sport coat;. | 

l ' *’ ‘ i ■ J . blue shirt; prescription m ^ | 

' .V. - - >. -> - • brown sunglasses which he 1 

i _ t . constantly took on and off | 

- , during the conversation ^ 1 

. ' '-v. S v-f. *V ; " Scar , ^ Small square scar over right r | 

n. > ' • eyebrow. < 

He told LATIM0RE that he could Speak eight | 

' languages, that he was of Italian-lench descent, and^^^p. I 
.. that he could speak and write Yiddish. He claimed ' 1 

-rti — - ' r ■: ; '■ - ‘ ' . -%.r •_‘4' l 

.{1+ c 'i.’ % -4T - T " . ^ v 4 . . _/ . j * . * t LI ' . ‘ , . •'» ‘V ■ * »* t- • V /(. -* . * g 

.-.J. z • . . • ,' 4 . ■■ ' ♦ * ■T/-' •. C>‘ -*'£j •,* I 

V" ' r • r • '"i. - 1 

1 '!* . 1 «/ „. r /;, .. • * j ' - ~ ** .. -' n -. | 
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White r > 1 

■ Male ^ ^ I 

Bronze ■ 5--*' '.T-'. . ‘Vt:-; • V*. | 

6*2" •/• I 

Dark ' i-: 1 ■ • ■ -/ > 1 
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^•^a; had arrived in Memphis on about 4/io/68 
and later stated that the man In Brownsville, 

S n !S?S e f2^5*. h fu?i a ?? e ? *° 806 was named CROCKET^W^; 



-Be told LATIMORE that he had many tattoos over his 
body, and he gave LATIMORE a $50 American Express 

dated 4/5/68, bearing the number 
HA69-624-715, account #8000-0005. In the righthand 
corner it had the number 71-0696247155. The name - 
written on the check was TOMMIE H. HENDERSON of 
Denver, Colorado. It appeared as though it was torn 
out of a book and although the unknown person told . 
LATIMORE it was counterfeit. Inspector ZACHERY - v ■ 
pointed out that it did not appear to him to be 
counterfeit. He claimed to have a leather billfold" 
full of numerous credit cards made out in various >• 
names, such as American Express, Diners Card, etc.. / 
which had been furnished him by the Mafia. With 
regard to the killing of Dr. KING, he claimed that ; 
NICK who did it is of dark complexion and that he - 
disguised himself as a Negro, came to Memphis. v 
mixed in with' the Negroes, killed Dr. KING, and 
then left Memphis. He claimed that he arrived in 
Memphis by Continental Trallways bus and left 
Memphis on 4/11/68 for the purpose of going to 
Brownsville, Tennessee. He left about 5 P.M. 






vfc 






It would appear that this is the same - ' ' 

person who contacted RUSSELL THOMPSON, attorney, on 
4/10/68, and SA M. E. MC CLOUGHAN advised that he 
since interviewed VERNON DOYLE ELLINGTON, Grand Dragon 
of the United Klans of America, Brownsville, who 
advised that he has been contacted by a person possibly 
fitting the description of the above person vho 
contacted LATIMORE and attorney THOMPSON, and the 
comments of DOYLE ELLINGTON as furnished to SA MC CLOUGHAN 
are as follows: 
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